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To theRight Worſhipful 
aſper Draper , Fohn Blackwel , Samuel - 
Harſenet, and William Hulme_, | 
Wardens of the Right: Worſhipful Company of 
Groctrs of London ; 


And to the reſt of chat worthy Company. 


H6noured Sirs, 


anſwer to Defires ,  Þ 

have printed this Sermon, 

and bequeathed it to you 

SS>& alſo ; who ( that I might 

ACDIISLz acknowledge your great Ye- 

ſpe# to me , and your favour to the preſent, 

Government therein ). were the Prurum 

mobile , the Firſt moyers of priutiug my*- ® 

ormer Sermon, (to you alſo bequeathed ). © 
Which 


V : 


BS RE Fo my your OY ( a8 you 
then much expre ig, T thought it neceſſary 
to catch hold of this happie opportunity, to 
explain That by T his , "in ſhewing you as 
well the black ſide,as the bright ſide of the 
cloud of future times; and ſo your judge- 
ments might be ſet upright 3 in the,appre- 
W henſton and expectation of thoſe things ; to 
>”, rejoycein Chrift, but with a holy filial 
A trembling : Do as Cl ſoſtom ſent word 
EY tothe threatningEmpre þ, Ego ws niſi pec- 
--- * catumtimeo : Fear fin,and then fear no- 
thing. Your reverence of (hrist ſhall be 
then ; filled with rejoycing that his day 1s 
coming , to beat down all his enemies, and 
advance hu Saints upon earth afore the 
ultimate glorifying of you, and him , who 
- ſubſcribes himſelf 
Your humble ſervant 
R _ -, nm Chriſt Jelus, 
* London, Feb. 12. £50 
1650, . 
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. 2 Theſl. 2.3. 


| Let n9 man deceive you, by any means. For, that day ſhall 
not come, except there come a falling away firif, and that 
Man of Sin be revealed, the Son of Perdition. 


> 22 @R His chapter 1s happilydivided from the reſt; 
it diſtinctly containing the ſecond part of 
thi: Epiſtlegwiz.oovmwmPropheſying of the 
Prognoſtick Antecedents, fore-running 
near before the next Appearance of Chris? 
with their Appendices&Appurtenances. 
An Error of ſome of thE&Theſ/a/onians, that the Day of 
ChriSt, inten, was then even as prejent,Verſ.2. was the Occa- 
- fionof this Diſcourſe of the Apoſtle. Which he begins 
with beſeeching and obteſting them, (Ver/.1.) by the 
future coming of Chriſt, that they would not be ſhaken 
in minde, as1if he were then prejertly coming, though 
(as in all Ages down to us) ſome would aſlert it, 
(Per; .2.) as pretending their own ſpirit of Prophefie, or 
ſome word, viz. Tradition ; or ſuppoſititious Epistlesof 
the Apoſtles. But, faith the Apoſtle, them thar per- 
{wade that, decline ye for they go about to deceive you. 
Becauſe that Day cannot come, unleſs fuch and ſuch 
things firlt come to paſs ; and ſo he ſmoothly ſlides into 
our Text, and the Prophelie of the fal/ing away of the 
ſceming Chri5tiaz, and the revealing of the Arti-chriti- 
an, before the next Appearance of Chriſt. Tet #0 mande- 
- ceive: you (faith the Apoſtle) by any means, tor that pr 
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| ſhall not come, except there come a falling away firs?, and 
that man of fr be revealed, 


You ſee by the charge of the Letter in your Bibles, 
how much is ſupplied by our Tranſlators, viz. Day ſhall 
20t come isnot in the Greek-but are the true ſenſe and in- 


tent of the Text,and therefore ſupplied by otherTjanſ\- ' 


lators, both of the beſt Latizs and others. And they do 
It, becauſe, ſay fome, here is an Apoſopeſts, an Elipfts, ſay 
Others. * But what need of all this? T o me the Greek 1t 
ſelf duly pointed, and rendred, 1s able ſufficiently ro ex- 


preſs It If. Mins Upgr izaram on xatd ptiva Tpomoy on, "$049 pan 7AIm 1 & 70» 
czn's an, &, Correct the pointing (for we had need 


ſometimes, as Johz: 1 5.2.6. ) and put the firſt Coma at 


, and then the ſenſe runs {moothly and fully thus ; 
Let no man deceive you by any means, that ſoit is, (viz, as 
Verſ.2. that the Day of Chri3t is at hand) except there come 
a falling away firsf, &C. | « 

There are ſome ſingular Elegancies and Emphaſes in 
the words, 1, Mins «g7« wadive 7pimor. Trpg Negatives are put in 


the Dehortation, whoſe properties are more vehement-. 


ly to deny, and forbid 3 as that we may truly render the 
Apoltle, according to the Idjome of our Exgliſh thus ; 
Let no man by no means deceive you. Intimating vehement- 


ly, that thence to ſucceeding Ages there would be 


much danger of many decezving and being deceived, that 


CbriSts ſecond Coming was fulfilled afore it was. And this + 


Deceit would peep up under many ſhapes, as the word 
77i7% (rendred here means) may alſo ſignitie. We ſhall 
view this thouſand-ſhap'd Protexs better afterwards. 
2. Thefaling away in our Frg/ifh, is in the Greek expreſ- 
ſed by a word which ſignifies an odiozs falling away, and 
our Ezgliſhof it (if rendred word for word) exaQtly 
takes after the Greek, for caſting arfodinm upon it ; For 
"tis amozn's, 4poifafre, The Arabick keeps the ſame. The 
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Syriack NEINMM ſignifies Rebellion, For g np. uſually 


o not onely fall away f#0z2 the Truth, but alſo again? 
the Truth * 3. Kevea'ed, and the Greek of it Amugnugty; 
are near kin to 4#:<x% the Book of the Kevelation, 


| both name and thing, vis, This man of ſir, and of perditi- . 


0x mult be revealed as ripein fin for perdition, according 
to the Revelation, Chap.16. & Chap.17. before Chriſts 
next coming. Which Mar of ſix is exprefled with the 
greateſt Emphaſis, of Emphaſis upon Emphaſis, * £19» 
Tis PET 11. 2 ys Ty s & THASIAE, 7.C, That ſame man of _ that 
ſame ſor of the perdition. . And the Greek of perait 

the kindred of that Greek name of Anti-chriſt (Rev.g. 

II.) Apollyon. * This Feast (as the Revelation oft cals 


him) is both gCtively and paſfively, The Mar of fir, and 


Sor of perdition, ** He cauſeth, and js ſin and perdition. 
The cauſe in others ; the object in himſelf. Son in Hebrew 
applied to things as in the Text, fignifies inherence and 
propriety of the thing to that man. | 

Ithink it long this while I am in the Bark and Shell 
of the Text. Let us ſhew yo briefly the pith and ker- 
nell. I am not willing, though it would be eafie toſhew 
you the varietf of Gloſles of the Greek ancient and pious 
Fathers, but rather (to my light ) {ſtrike point blank up- 
on the verity of the native ſenſe. 

, Before the next Appearance of Chriſt, two Signes 
ſhall precede as fore-runners, ApoFafte, and Anti-chri- 
ſtian 7-zpiety, both trarſcending. and ſurpaſling. For 'tis 
as well emphatically ſaid ; « az-i«, The or that Apoſtaſie 3 
AS 3 dy$»xc, The or that Man of fin. And both inferring 
one another, like Scales. If profeſſion of Chriſtianity 
go down, Anti-chriſtianiſme riſeth up.If Anti-chriſtia- 


niſme ſtands up, aſcends; viſible Chriſtianity fals down, 
| «&s both in a breath, not 


and declines, The Apoſtle f; 
putting ſo much as a perio G or half period p 
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greſor againſt 
the Law. nd 
the Apoſtle adds: 


6 *Apaczuys rage 
whichis fal- =: 
ling agair | WH 
the Truth with” 
a witneſs 


perditus ; as 7 
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0 een. And after in this Chapter proſecutes them, as 
in Ver,zo reciprocally, by turns, inferring one anorher. * Men 
wer #be Text. hear the Truth, but not receive the love of the Truth ; 
= - they are out of love with it ; Therefore the Marf fin is 
_ "let to appear : He openly ads his power, ſienes, &c. and de- 


ceives ſuch with his unrighteouſneſs and lyes, This the or- + 
der of nature of theſe, in the Apoſtles following pro- IF; 
ſecution. E 
This Apoi7afte, and this Di/zovery revea'ing Anti-chriſt I 
are both twofoldhere hinted, and elſewhere more ex=  Þ} 


plained) twittecl together, like the Legs of two Wreſt= FT. 
lers, claſping for a Combat, The firſt Apo57afee is not 
onely from the outward ſerious praCtiſe of Religion, 


but alſo from the DoFrize of Faith, and the hiſtorical, 4 
EE. or temporary Faith of Doctrine, (as elſewhere we have Þa 
ZDemonolo- more enlarged*) yea, and by that means gradually to a- = 


| _— poſtatiſe from a fundamental Faith, that there is one true 


Zerying Evils Cod, JEHO V AH, that hath his ihrome iz2 Heaver, and 
of the prelent the Earth for his foot-ſtoo!; and yet (many ) have a diabo- 
—— ont lical Faith,implicitly,at leaſt to go to the Devil in unlaw- 
= full 45trologte, 1 ele/mes, Stoichetoſeic, Schemes, Circ/es, and [. 
"5 Infernaleeremonies,to know,and do,things mot revealed by ? 
= God. This Apo#aſte the Apoltle here hints, Verſ.10,11, 

= 12. after our Text, as a Commentary upon it, touching 

the word 4poifaſte,. ſaith he, hey received not the loveof 
the Truth, that they might be ſaved, For this cauſe God ſent 

them ftrong Deluſrons, that they ſhonld beleive a lie 5 that they 
all might be damned, who beleived not the Truth, but had 
pleaſure in unrighteonſneſs. 

But this, this ſame Apoſtle, in 1 77#.4.1,2, lays wide | 
open, and ſtrikes home thus : Now the Spirit ſpeaheth ex- : 
preſly ,, that in the later Times ſome ſhall depart from the 
Ft * FTH, giving heed to ſeducing ſpirits, #nd D 0 CTRINES - 
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leivers, but againit the zatural ltberty of 'mankinde, So 
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| | ON. vi "OY 
This added, fully reacheth this latitude of the firſt A- 
poltaſie z which though it ſeems to wreltle again? An. 
,ti-chriſtianiſme, yet doth bur {;ft i# #p, For by the op- 


Fg 
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portunity of this Apoltaſie, Anti-chriſtianiſme takes 
its turn to be advanced, and therein is the firſt Revelati- 
on of Anti-chrilt (as the Text ſpeaks) that is, Anti- 
obriſt ſhall be revealed in his power and glory * (as the 


 blinde Worlds power and glory **) as our Apoſtle ſuf- 


ficiently hints in the 4. and 6.%erſes after the Text, as a 


- Commentary upon. it, touching that revealing 3 1hat 


ſame man of jin ({:1th the Apoltle, according to the 
Greek ) and jo 0 f perdition be revealed, that ſame oppojer 
and exalter of him{elf above a that is called God, or is wor= 


ſhipped 5 even to his fitting over the Temple of God gs God, 


- ſhewing himſelf that he is God 5, and now ye know what with- 


holdeth that he might be revealed in his time. That is, the 
being and power of the Koman Enyperour hindered Anti- 
chriſt then, from appearing in that dominion, power, 
and glery. as to be above all that is cal/ed God,&c. that is, 
above all Magiſtracy. To which as heattains, there ts 
added a /ecord Apoifaſte, he draweth after him the Nati- 
ons of the Earth, from their due Subjection to their 
own chief Magiſtracy, to adore and worſhip him, Rev.l3. 
8. And this our Apoſtle ſufficiently hinteth * unto us in 
Perſ.g9. and 10. After in that he faith, "This ſame Oppoſer 
of all other powers ſhall come after the working of $4- 
fan, with all pawer, and deceivablexeſs, Should ſeem-he 
ſhall deceive many with a// his falſe Pringiples, and 
draw them after him, to ſubmit to his power 3 till at la(t 


. follows a ſecond» Revelation of that Man of fin Antj- 


chriſt ; revealing him in his intolerable 7mapiety, tyrammy, 
and enmity, not onely againſt the Chriit;anity-of Be- 
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that this ſecond Revelation of him, Legs down, - and 0- 
'_  verthrows the firi? Revelation of him. And repays his  * 
cauſing the former Apoſtaſies from Conſcience to- E 
wards God, and due {ubjection to Magiſtrates, with an + *}: 
ApoStafte (if I may fo call it, it being a godly Apoftaſie ) 
of the exlzghtewmed World from him and his pretended 
power, both eceleſraifical and cevil. This ſecond Revealing 
of him (not to lean upon modern learned, which might 
numerouſ]ybe quoted) we clearly collect out of the 
Apoſtles words 1n the 8. Yerſ. after our Text, as further 
qmnting upon the extent of the word revealing. 
And then (faith ke) ſhall that wicked one be revealed. 
How revealed? As ſtubble in a ſiame; and nearer to the 
words; as"riches and poxzp in the riotous waſting atd 
up . Andasaperſon in great hoxor, develted and 
5 0. from that honor. - For (faith the Apoſtle) him 
ſhall the Lord conſume with the ſpirit of his mouth, and de- 
-$ . ftroy with the brightneſs of (to keep to the Greek.) his Ap-" 
Fee Tay 11,4 P£47470e. The Spirit or Breath of Chriſts mouth is his "> 
The Chalde Word ; * and his Spirit accompanying it (as 2 Cor.3.) 
pParchey Andhis appearance is as well ſpzritual in theetffect of by 
be So his Word and Spirit upon the hearts of men drawing Fo 
them from Anti-chriſt , and providential in ordering 
things to that end, as perſoral in his viſible coming 3 
next before 'which perſonal, his ſpiritual and providential 
ſhall be moſt eminently conſpicuous, to a glorious 
brightneſs 1n the eyes of the generality of all men. So 
that before them, in their eſteem, the pomp, glory, ri- 
ches, power, authority,dominion,majeſty,@c. of 4nti- 
chriſt ſhall be blotted out as a fair writing, or melt away 
as a great eſtate rioted to nothing, and made void, 1s #2072 
erfs 3 as the Greek © well imports. The Goſpel ſhall ma- 
nifeſt ſuch freedom , comfort , ec. in _—_— to 
- Anti-chriſt, and providence ſhall fo ſerve that end, that 
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filled, Rev.17.16. The ter horus hate the Whore, make her 
deſolate, and naked, eat her fleſh, and burn her with fire, 
That is, the Nations that were formerly ſubje& tohim, 
that were formerly his horzs of power to arm him with 
might, now ſhall turn their power againſt him to his 
ruine. For though they. be called Kings, Verſ.11. yet the 
meaning cannot be Kings properly, for that the holy 
Ghoſt tels us there 1n the 10.7er/e,thoſe Nations ſhould 
change their Government often ; as fron Kings to Con- 
ſuls, DiGHators, Triumvirs, &*c. And experience ſuggeſts 
that ſeverall Nations that have departed from Ati- 
chriſt, have no King.* And therefore the ten horns muſt 
ſignifie fo many Nations, by thoſe chief Powers the 
People ſhall ſet up, in whom underGod, all civil po= 
wer is radicated ; and is planted (for uſe and ſhelter to 
a State) in him or them to whom the people by an or- 
derly general conſent ſhall delegate it. There is no Rule 
in Scripture to conſtitute any Form of civil Govern- 
ment to be jure divizo, and unchangeable. The Apoſtle 
uſeth firſt the word Apoſtaſfe, becauſe its native ſignifi- 
cation denoting the ſhrinking and ſlinking of Souldiers 
f# ome their. General unto the Enemy, the tranilating and 


\ transferring thereof to the Apoſtaſie meant(as we have 


heard) in this Text, is very apt, elegant, and emphati- 
cal. And ſecondly, he uſeth the word revealing, becauſe 
the beginning of Antichriſt was in a Myſtery, Verſ.7. af- 
ter the Text, that is hidderly. But Chriſt by his Ford 
and providence ſhould reveal him. Johz in the Revelation 
(as one faith) writ the 24yſtery of Anti-chriſt, Paulin his 
Epiſtles the Commeztary. And both (our experience can 
tell us) are dayly mere and more expounded, by the di- 
vine providence wheeling Kingdoms and States to that 
effeR. And thirdly, the Apoſtle cals the Race and Suc- 
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*- - asif but oneman ,becauſe ſtil] (as their main prin< + 
--pal) one mans the abſolute Head, and chief of all that. *® 
Monſter and monſtrous Body, whether Tr or Pope. + 

Though both one * Antichriſt 3 In deſcert, in dominion, 
in the Fo3/xc: or deſcription in thenext Verſe after the 
"Text, viz. Sitting over the Temple.of God,&c./** Though 
they pretend;theT»r4 ſomething,therope more,to honor 
_ Chriſt, and to be '* 22-55 for Chriſt, (as'4” ſometimes 
 lignifies, j0.1.16.)yet they are 4'7x5% 20ainft Chriſt,(as 
the word is intended and explained, 1-Jo:2.22.) And fe- _., 
condly,the Apoſtle ſpeaks of Anti-chriſt, as it but one, *3 
becauſe originally, collectively, and repreſentatively in =; 
the eſteem of God, there are but two awe: from the begin= 
ning of the Work tothe end there of. 4damis called - 
the firſt man, 1 Cor.15.45,47. Chriſt in the ſame place is 
called not only the ſecond ma3,but alſo the /aſt man. And __; 
ſoall the ſons of men in all Generations are to be refer- -: 
red to, and corſtdered iz one of theſe two. Sinners to and 
m Adam (fallen) the firſr-mran ; and Beleivers toandin 
ChrifF, the ſecondand laſt mays, as it is the whole Diſ- 
conrſe, and the main intended Deſtgn in that Diſcourſe 
of the Apoltle, Roxx.5.v.1 2. to the end of the Chapter: 
and outs and home the Apoſtle tels us, Roxe.6.. 
It; thatall Beleivers are to be RECKONED ju Chriif. _ 
| Yea, in 1 Cor.12.12. he boldly cals the Church by the * - 
name of Chriſt, as of old dd the PRE Og Gh. t - 
33.verſ.16. And this is the name wherewith $ HE fhall be 


called, The Lord our Righteou/neſs. Which is the Name, 
the fame Prophet in Chapter 23, Verſe 6,. gives to 
- Chriſt. But ſinners havea twofold conſideration, as un- 
| der a double notion; one gezeral, in their corrupt natural 
== condition, as di/-obedient to God, contrary to the:Law, 
Ef, and fo they. are Adam, x Cor-15.47,48. The firſt manic 
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Works deny him. And 'tis grante 

+ not Papriſts, or Heathens, the Papacy and all its Members 
- holding Juſtification by Works, to be Antichriſtian, though 
they doin words acknowledge Chriſt for a Saviour. So that 


"# 
7 $4: Het by 
bs 5 £5 4 
2 5 PD DEER Eee 7. 2x 
EN in Bn Ct: oo ts 220 Wok L £5 
ES. RY, ere A : 


mair 
of thoſe caled Chriſtians. For they ſieight Chriſt at the leaſt : 
and Yer/.18. of the ſame Chapter, Arztichriſt ſhall cone, now 
are;there many Antichriſts, They went out from ws, becauſe they © © 


were not of #5. Obſerve, the Departers wires ous perſorrs 
and praGiſes, from the holy Church, and the holy Rule, are 
called Aztichrifts. So chap. 443. Every ſpirit that conftſeth not 
that Jeſws Chriſt is come ins the ſieſi», is not of God, and this is that 
ſpirit of Antichriſt ; and is even now already in the World. The 


lamein 2 Fph.v.7. Now weknow by 2 Tin.3.5. Men may de-. 
zzy Godlineſs, though they keep the form: by Rome.2.20, A man 


may havea form of know!/edge, yet be, and act as a great Tranſ- 
greſſour : by Tit.1.16, 1Mcm may Tf they know God, but int 


(to our point in hand) all that refuſe Chriſt, believenot in 
him, are moregr leſs Artichriſt.For in ſfbſtance of Religion 


he that 1s not for Chriſt is againſt him 3 though in zatwralor 


civil circumſtances (as to ſerve Chriſt, though we benot in 
h1s perſonal preſence) Not to be againſt Chriſt is to be with him. 


It hatlrbeen ſomething irkſom to me (for your ſakes) that T' * 
have been ſo-long in. the Explanation of the Text, abſent ;; 
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from the do@rine which is my Errand, and your charge tobe 
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opened you could not haye 


by all (generally ) that are. 
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carried with YOu. But you ſee, it Was aCabinetlockt till»; :” 
- Te + That I ſhall 
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. - the Poets Arr ime, 4 wargf aday; touched to an hour) cans . _ 3 

& . notſtand.to gather up all the /»all Frartlets that might go a- I 

E” long withit. I muſt omit Obſervations upcn ſeveral words, 

WRebſer- and tell you my Deligne from the heart of the Text, this 

= © dottrinal point : Whatever many deem and dream, yet a= 

=  forethe next Appearance of Chriſt there will be a falligg away of 

=: Hypotrites, obſcuring Chriſtianity, and a revea/ing of Antichyitt : - 

= Therewillbe an Apoſtaſte from Picty, .4nd a revelation of the man 

= * of iniqnity. Profeſſuap of Religion will have the falling ſickneſs, * 
= and Antichriſtianiſpe a recovery ; the riſe of Herefze und Impiety, h 
and the ruin? of Godlineſs wi'l eminently appear, afore Chriſt the ſe= | 
cond time appears s and this defeiFion ſhall be attended with per- | 

- : dition.” Take it.in which form of words you pleaſe, ſoas' 

8 - youcarry with, you the thing. 'Tis not a' Point ſelefted, 
whereon to ſhew learning or elaquence (if Thad them wor= , 

= -. @ thy the naming) or to vent my felf too common a ſm with 

20 WHbur (God 1s witneſs) laid upon my ſpirit, with deep im- 

> _ pfeffions, by the hand of God, out of love to my Nation, to 

Þ  wamthein, that as the Jews after Conqueſt of Kings and 

= Nations, they do not periſh by their own ſins. Here is 

Z” , (thoughſelf-flatterers wilkdote of ſtrange things) Perdition 

> inthe Textas wellas fp: and for the Apoſtaſte in the Text, 

"20 iſhing and damnation after the Text, -ver.10,11,12. Men * 

= thatareſhort ſigh ted (as purblinde eyes) will ſeeno Apo- 

E” . ſtafie, anſwering to the Text, but that which was neareſt at. 

© * handafter the Text had ſpoken, many hundreds of years 

E . "fince. But men dream what they deſire, and love ſuch In- 

! terpretations as put away fear. I donot forget what I have x' 

preached, and printed, and ſtill do hope, that a glorious time j 

”” 1scoming, and do expect that it 1snot very far off: but I 1 

Þ.- cannot change the Scriptures, nor invert Chriſts method. Tt 

” will he dark afore the Cloud fhine as 4 pillar of fire, Some 

> ftormes and ſtreights will be, afore 1/rae/get clear of Egypr, 
| gand come t0Cexaaz,yg0 out condition all along'theR gelations, * 8 
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were many years after, at the tine of Neahs Flood, * ere tt Enochy 
Was fulfilled, was not then totally fulfilled, but more after 7/998 
the time that God confirming 7/ae! in the knowledge of Mundi? 
hinifelf by a fiery Law at Mount Siza?, carrying them 937.1 
thence, along by Sezr, and Paray, &c. to the overthrow of 888 
more'wicked Kings and Kingdoms, of 0g the King of Baſhar, ai z6g98 
and Shox King of the Amorites. For ſo Moſes repeats Eroch Buchan 
his words, Dex#.32.2, and makes 'it the ground-work. of , ? 
Propheſie, that as God had ſo done againſt the wickednefles =; 
that did ariſe againſt 7/7ae! till then; ſo the moſt impiofis 
Kings and Nations ih Caraar ſhould be dealt withall. Com- « 3 
pare v9.2. with v,7.9,1. Ec, in that Chapter : and yet this, =® 
that Propheiie of Ezoch had notwpowred out. all its Yzal; 
there was yet more Apoſtaſ#z, and fir, and Amntichriſtianiſme, 
to be revealed in the World, and therefore there is behinde 
more wrath in that Yia/,to be powred out in the laſt times ta 
ſucceed in and after the Apoltle Judes time, to which S. Jude - 7 
applied it. Thus alſo is the” race of that denunciatory Prge, 
Phelſie of 1/ai.1 1.4.The Rod of the ſtewem of Jelle( {hn young  . 
ſhowd with righteouſneſs fudge oper, &c. but ſmite the earth 
with the rod of bis montb, ad with-the breath of his woſtrils flay 
"SP. wk. ; Cm DT Or YO ITE NEE 
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# muſt haveof the 7jalof this prophetical threat powred out 
- upon them, as our Apoſtle in the 8.Yerſe after our Text doth 
puncually apply this place of 7/ai4h to the Apoſtaſies and 
Antichriſtianiſmejto follow his Times,and downward. Firlt, 
he puts Apotaſte, and next Amtichriitianiſme : Apoitaſse leads 
the Dance, fiom an Alain to a Coranto, T me:n from bad to 
werle, and Artichrii# follows, revealing himſelf in the 
fame of _r1ſe, till he be revealed in the flame of his ruine. 
* Without furher preamble, the Syſtem and frame of this - * 
Myitery of iniquity (as the Context calls it) 1s thuss the 
©  foundationand root of Apoltaſie is per/o7a/, in the graceleſs, 
= .. finfull hearts of Hypocrites : the ſuperſtructure and limbs 
=” are the concurrence of the generality of a Nation to ſpeak 
E that Language, andad that converſation as ſuits to apoſta- 
tizing, or falling away, more or lefs; till at la{t it benear 
economical and univerſal ; that Chriſtendom (as they call 
it) be for the moſt quite c61d in theiraffeftions, and corrupt 
> mn their very Principles as well as in gheir Practiſes. And 
2 + thoughatatime, like an houſe on fire, ſome peices falling, » 
>»  qrafew Buckets powred on, dodamp.and obſcure the flame . 
for preſent, yet anon it bFeaks out worſe, till the whole be 
pulled down : and thus it gets head again, by riſing in ſeve- / 
”  rall ſhapes, and when it hath gone over all ſorts ; then an old 
=” oneriſeth up, as a new Fafhion : all which proceſs and reco- 
EE ryof Apoitaſfe and 4ntichriifianiſme, notwithſtanding ſome 
FE _mpocings, or diſcountenance, is ſenſibly perceived by them 
2 "that are ſpiritual, Living Creatures (Revel.g..) that have eyes as * 


& _. of the Phariſees, and making them to fall backward "x 4 : 
it 
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4 , yet lifeleſs, witho vigor — 
+ © Youwillfay, How ſhall theſe things be, now forward, T9 
which have not been ſo, palpably, theſe two or three hun- ;;,y, 
dred years backward or more? IF this be true, thank Perſe-  *3 
cutions, Oppreſſions, Aftictiorts for it. But belides the com- 
- mon Cauſe of A4poStates and Aptichriits; *tis thesnature of 
the Beai?, and property of the Diſeaſe, viz.sWicked men and 
Seducers grow worſe and worſe, deceiving and being deceived, till 
their folly and madneſs be male 8anifest to all men, (2 Tim. 3.9, 
10,11,12,13.) I ſay, beſides this common Cauſe, that ſuok, 
in longer time, grow riper in their fins, there are ſpecial 
Reaſons now nearer the end,afore Chriits Appearance, to wit, k- 
now God changeth his hand, ever and anon, to truſt Nati- _ .% 
ons that,have pofeſſed the Goſpel, withyLiberty (Civiland 3 
Spiritual ) a thing which for many Ages they have not 
known, and therefore are utterly unskilled' to rightly ufe it. And 
from hence as men half-famiſhed coming'to full Dier, they ſurfer 
and break out into ſpiritual Scabs, and Botches. Their Liberty to the. 
Senerality of them proves but as a Lightening afore Death; their glo- 
rying but as the bright Glance and Glare of a Spark or Snuff before * 
| ie goes out. The Liberty they triumphed in, as if they would improve 
; it to great advantages in matters of Religion, proves bur an opportu- 
'  , nity(nonethen controlling their Opinions and way of Profeſſion) for 
[i them to become any thing, till at laſt they become nothing. | 
| « And further, the rotten-hearted (the moſt of men) bad enough of 
| themſelves, infeRing (as 'T may ſay) the common air where they pro- 
| feſſed, and now putrifie, wang om@Saints (none being yet perfeR) E. 
to be touched with a tinure of the common Contagion, ſome (| pecks oh ©: 


| 
*z 
| 


Ld 


© of Itch,and petty ſpots appearing,as Symptomes of their ſtain alſo (fo .”* - i 
far) with rhe general Infefion, thoſe rotten-hearted men take incou- +7 

1 ragemer thence to loath all the fincere, and their wayes; but pr wo 
nounce to themſelves their,owa licentiousLiberty,& baſe backſliding,  l 


2 pious priviledge, a ſpirituality,a perfetion. Thus as Luthers Swine(of | 
- which he ſpeaks co this our purpoſe)Theſe impious Revolters joyfully * . 3 
grunt, gladly to nuzzle in Excremeuts, but contemptibly.crample Gold: q\ 
 _ and Jewels,and pleafingly walloFr.in the Mire ;becauſe ans y; 
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©. worſt-themſelves, never take notice of the common hour of tempta- 
tion, brought on by themſelves; nor take any true account of the juſt, 
circumſtances of beleivers failings, that if So/omn be carried forth to * 
make experiment of the vanity of . #ie, yet ſtill he acquainted his 
heart with wiſdom. Nor do they look after the Saints, many, yea,thou- 
ſands of repentings for one ſin. David for his, pens many penitential - 
Pſalms: how often by him recited who can tell > We are not deſtitute 
of Precedents to confirm this, ev down to theſe times ; wherein the 
common crowd of” Profeſſors of Religion fall away to be deteſtors of 
Religion. And becauſe they ſee ſome weakneſſes in ſ{dme ſingle Saints - 
that adhere ro Ordinances; and that + no way either of Zapti/er-, 
PPesbyters, or Congregations, is perfeR, therefore they adore their 
own-New-nothing, or their Worſe then nothing in Religion, to be a 
great religious ſomething.For to a many,a freedome of their ſpirits to 
ſin, is by them cried up for a ſanity. Sd long ſince as Conftartine the 
great we have a draught, and platforme of the manner, means, and 
meaſure of Apoſtafie and Antichriſtianiſme, before afſerted. He put- 
ting a period to the tex Perſecutions, about the year after Chriſt, 313. 
 - thence forward for his time, giving liberty, peace, promotions, and 
"i donations to the Churches, how odiouſly anon after, brake out and 
-__ ſprang up Papal pride, Arrian Antichriſtianz/me, and the thouſand 
garolus rerded Hydra of Hereſie ; too much to be counted, name and thing, 
—_ . . . A 
© . inone hour, as pious and learned Epiphanine about 50 years after, and 
dum S.oAuftix about 30 years after him have declared. When a dark cloud 
religious of Far began again to overſhadow the Earth; fulneſs bf troubles 
prIncePs. in many places; God raifing Caro/us Magnus (accounted: to have 
pe. been a wonderfull religions Prince *) about the year 760 after Chriſt, 
Made... 45 a Mighty Warrier, and ſuccesfull Deſtroyer of the open Enemies 
ure. Ad of Religion, and withall excegfing indulgent and beneficial cothe 
lnnums. Charches (which then were many in many Countries ** ) how abo- 
minably after a while did thouſands apofati/e, Pontifical pride begins 
more to ſwell, and Hereſie,, and S»per/#i:50u more to fret and ſpread 
| like a Gangrene and;Leprofie. Multi jam errores,fc. many Errors\had 
flor. now crept into the Church of Chriſt. The Hlynnes revolted 5 fm Chriſti 
Mt, "of an Riligion to Ethniciſme. T wm religio chriſtians, &c. Chriſtian Religic 
_ the was much contaminated with many Superſtitions ; with infinite 
2x.-More inthe next Centsry, and downwards. Theſe doubtleſs might be 
=” part of che Apoſtles rhieaning in oufTexc, and in his Ee > 
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ina higher Key,2 7m. 3.1.-c.faying,1n the laſt Dayes4 And in 2 Per. *"o egx, gf 


ately ſubjoyn theſe Propheſics of worſer Impieties gear to the Appea- ,,* 
rance ofsChriſt,(2 2 Tim.4-1.8-2 Pet.2.1,compared with 2 Pet.3.10.) 9, 
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| they muſt needs intend to fignifie to us a further Apoſtafie of Profeſ- " 
[ .ſors,and Revelation of Antichriff ; viz. An(5i is wc, as tis in the Text) , + 7 
eminent,a the or tharfame Apoftaſie,andRevelation of Amichriſt, of the = 
fin of the perdicion, ſome general and grand defettion. And ſo doth S. LE 
-  . Fohnintife Revelation carry gn the ſucceffion & ſuccretion,the length , 7 
| and latitude of-that defeQion : for in the 13. Chapter. The Beaſt  - 
z hath power to aRt two and forty moneths,z.e.12.hundred & 60.Dayes, 2 
| _ - 5:e. Years, blaſpheming God, and adored of men, more or leſs. This 48 
7ohn prophefied about an hundred years after ('þri5 : fo that this b 
3. (if we could ſay no more) carries the Pedigreee to 1 360. years afrer 3 
| (rift. But we.can out of Scripture ſay moreto this. Antichriſtia- 72 
Ki nifme in Paxls time, was but in a AdyFZery., The Hinderer * (the Ro- * 75 nent 
nt way Emperour ſitting in jthe Throne) lying in'the way, and keefihg X”* 27 
| under the- Revelation of Artichift (as tis in the Context) ;_ Anti- a»: Mo 
| chriſt had not yet his ** power given to him to make war thoſe 42. uw #67 
i moneths (mentioned Rev.1 3.5.) You heard before, that till 313, af- ei=m3+ 
% * terChri#, the Church was under a ſore Perſecution by the Heathen*%r wal” 
F Roman Emperours, But after that time Antichriſtibegan'ts appearin 9 Sos 
i Arrianſme, and Perſecution of them that were contrary-m — 
E Then began his power, about 390, years afigr Chriſt, And in 410. the * ©? 
iy Hinderer, the Roman Emperonr was taken away, Rome being taken 


and ſpoiled by the Gothes, &c, All which accounts (puttifig 410. to- 
x'260.) are not yet run out. So that Apoſtaſie and Revelation of An- 
tichriſt to all effeAs, fruit and branches are yet in the increment and 
increafe, as our wofull experience at this day can fully atteſt. And 
-this Saint oh» doth further manifeſt unto us, Rev.16.v.16.c, Inthe 7 
; time of the fifth Vie! (which is the utmoſt co which we are come, if 
we be come) Antichriſt hath his 7hrove* (though then to be darke- «2 
. ned) and men are very bafhemoms and impenitent, notwithſtanding | h.. . 
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- _Citicf the Nations fland, ana Babylon comes not into -rememberance - F 
" before the Lord, to give ber the cup of the wine of the fierce wrath,of 3 
ES Ged, till the ſeventh Y«/ be powred out, Revel.16.17. When this is : 
 *. powredout, then thoſe thingsare done, (ibidem) and Satan is bound, 
-4 Rev.20. Be ſure Amorite-Apoſtates and Antichriſts ſins muſh be firſt 
ripe and full, afore they receive for their ſins their total fall and ruine, 
which being not yet executed, .no doubt but the truth of our Text by 
coſts and turns ſhall-have irs progreſs and augmentation, of further 
Apoſtafie and Antichriſtianity ; though here and there, now and 
chen, by parcell they receive ſhrewd blows afore the fatal ofie comes. 
For if ye mark the Myſtery of Gods diſpenſations, and his Methode 
between his prone! of good, and P rognoſticationsfof evil ; the prog- 
noftick is progreſlive to ſuch a period ; the promiſe likewiſe being ſuc- 
Þ ceffive, overtakes it, and knocks it down; it riſeth up again, and gets 
E- more head ; the promiſe again makes after it, reacheth it, and gives it 3 
S another blow and wound. And thus they keep turns, till Good hath : 
. the full ViRory of Evil unto its full perdition at Chriſts appearance, 
a$youhave heard andfſeen all along this Diſcourſe. 
Tb6#4pp1;- So hereis our fear and our care now brought home & laid before us; 
wer. namely,to inquire how forward we are gone in Apoſtafie and Antichri- 
—Y f1antty;and how far behinde Perdition is; for according to the ſtature 
- *  * of thedefeQion,there attends proportionable perdition,you fee per- - 
- .ditioniswrittenupon (inthe Text). {ins matk. And to Apoſteſic is 
_ added after the Text, Seduction and Damnation.And ſo as God faid to 
© . Cain, £vil lies at the doog,the Apoſtle cries in my Text, Let no man de- 


Y 


7 ceive you. Should ſeem men are apt to be deceived about theſe things 
242864 which wemow diſcourſe. Apt to be hardned by the deceirfmlneſs of ſin, b- 
Th ” 24, their deceirfull hearts, the depths of Satan, andſthe transformation of ' 
for, 11. 29ex the nitruments of Satan (the Prince of Darkneſs) into Angels of ”* 
Se light. To be finfully.miferable, and not co know it, is double miſery. — | 
LA XA Darkneſs and Chains. Tis not out of our fight and hearing in part, L 68 
ae of that the common Crowd of Profeſſors in this preſent Age count their 
gland. Apoſtaſie (kicking behinde them Ordinances with the ſcorne of formes; 
prmons boly converſation with the brand of- Bonds and privation of. their na- 
5, tive liberty ; arid -Chri#t with the reproach of a flefhly.thing) co be *. 
2” their ſublimity, and high perfeRtion, : And 
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EET! Kone op (17) = te — oo . 
Ard for Amichriflaniſm, manythey are onthe othet 
fide who deny Chriſt to have come, been born ; and 
ſuffered in the fleſh z (which S.Feh» defines to be Antt- 
chriſtianiſm:) Famil;fically making him a Nex-ens. And 
as S.FZohu (you heard before) tclls us, 1» denying the Son, 

\ they deny the Father alſo. And truely for Atheiſms, ſtore - 

; of them are profeſſed ones ;- and make the Creatures 

that ſhou!d convince them , to be God , and the Scri- 

ptures that ſhould be their cure, ro be their ſcorn. I 

will not name all chat 1 know of theſe mens nefanda, E 

words and things , leſt I ſhould cranſgreſs againſt the Mi 

Word, that forbids Baalizs, and Fornication, Covetou(- "2 

eſs, and other fins, ſo much as ro be #amed *. Theſe * Hol.2-v-17 2 

roots (it ſeems by Books;came out of Germanys which 325 5253: 4 

planted here, do like their ſoy], and grow mightily. - 

And beſide, the devil is as well here,as anywhere cle; 

and can as eaſily make Fude{ſes among us , as in other 
_ Nations ; how much more Ananiaſſes, Maguſſes, Hyrme- 

aenſſes , Epbeſiaus , Sardiſians ? Multicudes among -us 
heretofore ſeemingly ſound and hot inReligion, have 
tzed to their profeſhon, made G4 their godlineſs, em- 
braced Religion our of defigne , made fbipmrack of the 

Faith , forſaken their frf love, entertained #nſound 

Teachers, have onely a ame of Chriſtians 3 and are as 

dead and cold in Religion, as a tone. Thus they are, 

and refuſe (a many of them)ro rad, or hear, or converſe 
with ſourd profeſſors , that they may be ſurenever to 


be betrex. | | 
| Is thisall 2 No. Theſe are but the foundation and 12 rofiize.' 
root ; the ſuperſtrucure and fruit is evils of Practices By 


_ 5, Drinking,Riorauſneſs, Whorzdoms, Wantannelles, 4cainft Self, 
Curfings, Blaſphenies (even is Pulpit,and elſewhere) = 
with {uch words of allufion co the ſacred things of 'Y 
Chriſt, as a pious heart nor PG, Widnes — 
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CEL -.E O-? 
theſe fins they pleaſe the fleſh; with othersthey ſear their 
conſciences, that they may never repent. And they do 

profeſs an inſenfibleneſs of any fin, and to a thoſe 
B- . things by'principle. | | 
 AgdnfiGod. Aretheſeall 2 No. There is another predicament 
E. or Table of high tranſgreſſions againſt God. I will name 
burtwo. 1. Unlawful, ſuperſtitious, and diabolical Aſtre- 
logie. Of which becauſe I have ſpoken in Print, I ſay 
/ no more here, 2.” Propbaxation of the Lords day. Of 
which ſin, the £4:& or Book of Sports was I am perſwa- 
ded a main meritorious cauſe to bring our twolaſt Kings 
.B . to untimely ends ; and the praGtiſe of it brought Gods 
_- judgements upon hundreds : as the Book of Gods judee- 
| ments on finners, and that other of Gods judgements on Sab- 
bath-breakers, do declare. And we are extremely guilt 
ſtill ; Thouſands chuſing to walk in fields on theLords 
+4 day, rather then to hear the Preaching of the Word. 
= 5. ' _ For now they are free from enforcement to hear the 
4A * Serwice-book , they return this for their thanks, They 
Pe. will hear nothing at all. And thus they daily do a- 
MG bout London, though the worthy Lord Major preſenr, 
As, _ andothers formerly, have much endeavoured to pre- 
i ventit. Butlet me ſay to thoſe Profaners, Tolle Diem, 
»& folle Deum cultus., Take away the Day , and you take 
I away the Deity of Worſhip. 
| Agdinſt our Are theſe all 2 No. There is another Predicament - | 
& Neighbour. - Table of ſins againſt our Neighbour ; Viz. Falſe ac- 4 
4 ; enſations, Injuſtice, Bribery, Oppreſſion, Circumvention. m 
Lyon the Haveweyert All «2 No. Theres another of (ins a- 
Grit. of gainſt the Univerſal Church of Chriſt .Reproaching of Ordi-= 
ada aances: Diſgracing all ways of Worſhip: QueHioning all Mi- | | 
"= nifteries, reproaching their Perſons and Offices , pining them ] 
p-- - . from maintenance, and profeſiing theiy hope ( as ſome have 
.-  . expreſſed) the within few yeers the name of gi 
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ſhat be pdiows. For teſtimony,we have their Books, com= 
mon expreſſions, and deeds. Would God al{the Lords 
people were Prophets, orthat you need nor to beraught 
by men, bur were fully taught of God, But mean while, 
Lord turn thoſe mens hearts; or elſe diſpoſe of us, 
thac we may not ſee your ruine- | 


more of ſins againſt the State. "1. Self-power , every ****- 
man would rule, or bring the Majeſtie of Magiſtracie 
as lowe as themſelves ; (a dangerous preface to cutrin 
of throats:) an Adamitiſh diabolical Levelliſm. 2. Self- 
exds, Moſt men care for their Cabins, whiles the Ship, 
the Common welfare, is in danger. They are like the 
Romane Conſul , that was deaf with delight in his Gar- 
den , whiles the Drums of che enemy bear art the walls 
of the City. 3.- Sycophancie, with pretence of the 
Common weal,to fill ones own pockets. O this State- 
eating , this Commonwealth-devouring ! I wiſh I 
might ſec men go quite beyond 7ebu,and,like Nehemiah, 
[ do that which all may havea ſharein. O England, 
| am afraid concerning thee ; and London, concerning 
thee. . The Swedes, and that party,are fallen from their 
firſt zeal ,. and have unworthily made agreement with 
Antichriſtian Amalek, with whom, in ſuch a Caſe and 
Cauſe , no Peace was to be made. The Netherlands 
unhappie in their League with onelimb of Antichrift, 
| and in their affiftance of another limbof him to be 
l their neer ill neighbour. The Scors have fallen from 
oo their own Articles, profeſſion of Reformation, and 
| their quendam Principles, to bring Malignants ro con- 
E- 9 In puniſhment, Bur England and Londen are mightily 
1 Fallen from Religion. Not long ſince you were. neer 
| the higheſt in profeſſion of Religion above all the 
x Nations of the earth. England was the Paradiſe, and 
D 2 | London - 


Have we yet all 2 No. There is one Predicament Sins ageinfl thy * 
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"Wi ne ;, and 3 they fall. Though the Tivo Witneſſes have been 
Jong time flaying, the Queſtion ſtill is, Whether they, . 


and riſing. 


| I 4, SO ap 
London the midf, where OY the choice trees of know- 
Page and of life. But now in many main things of 
Religion, -ye are fallen lower then Lutherans, Papits, 
lews, Turks, and Heathens ; in deſpiſing Chriſt, denying 
the Scriptures , and profeſſed Arheiſm. England is a 
waſte wilderneſs of decayed Religion, and London the 
neſt of all unclean birds. Therefore am I afraid of 
the Citie of my habitation, and of rhe Land of my nativity, 
I fear not the French, Danes, Scots, &c. I fear the ſins 
of England and London. For when Balak could not beat 
us,nor Bala&m enchant and curſe us, we received and 
ated rhe Dodrine and Counſel of:Balaam ; the Nation 


is full of Adulcerics, Corporal and Spiritual, beſide 


thoſe clouds of fins afore appearing. Can God in 
juftice pur up theſe things at our hands, and nor do by 
us as by 1ſrael for that Bs/aamitifh defeQion , till Zimrz 
and Ce, and thouſands more , were deſtroyed unto 
death, ſome killed with a jevelin, others hanged, and 
Four and twenty thouſand deſtroyed by the Peſtilence ? 
What though glorious times for the Univerſal Church 
are not far off England is bur a ſmall pg of ground, 
and may have an hoxr of temptation, and yer that deligne 
little or nothing interrupted: A ſtorm of Lightning, 


Thunder, and Hail, may fall in the dawning of a moſt 


glorious fair Summers day, as it proves afterward. 
Iſrael was got quite out of Egypt, yet often ſinning in 
the way towards Canaan, were often ſorely puniſhed, - 
x Cor.To, And if any Believers among them concur- 
redin the fin, they eſcaped notthe puniſhment. The 
Lord forgave their iniquities, but took vengeance of their 
invemions. Y ea, when Iſrael had begun to enter Cavaan, . 
and had conquered Jericho, yer, for a great fin, before 
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not yet fulfil'ed, it will bea Common calamity when 
and whereirt falls. And not alcogether unſurable, ris 
the judgement of ſome pioufly learned , ©* Thatthe_> 
© time of «ll the great troubles tobe on the Chriſtian Gentiles 
*<© ix not yet over : but that there is 411m yet to come,in which 
© the Papal power (hall damineey over all Eurape, afore its full 
<< vine, Their Arguments are two, | The one from 


Revel. 17. in which ( lay they) is intimated a two- x A4rgumy v 


fold ſubjection of the ren Horns, that is, of rhe ten 
Kingdoms of E4ge,to the Beaſt. The ficſt in verſ. 12, 
13- where it is ſaid emphatically, They, all ten of them, 
had one minde, ſentence,judgement, or reſolution to give their 
power to the beaſt. They then being all of one Religion, 
under the ſame groſs Ignorance and Superſtition, they 
were by that'means all of one minde. Secondly, in 
verſ.157, God pit (Greek, gave) into their hearts to make 
(ſo again in the Greek) 'one minde, ſentence, judgement, or 
reſolution, to give thelr kingdom to the Beaſt, ( For 1 am 
bold to obſerve this for them, That though in both 
places 'tis puar yorulu, one minde, ſentence, judgement, Or 
reſolution ; yer there is this ſingular difference, thar in 
verſ[.13. *tis £80: par youlu , that is, They have one 
minde, ſentence, judgement, or reſolution; in verſ.17. 


'tiS Tonga plas yrwuly , To make one minde , ſentence, - 


judgement, or reſolution. Before,from innate Principles 


of the ſame ſuperſtitious Religion ,- rhey were of one- 


mindae : But now , upon debate, policic, confederacie, and: 


pts, XY 
_ 


have lan their three days and an balf dead.” Which being” - 


defigme , they make cne minde, ſentence,\judgement, or  : 


reſolution.) How £ Why, ſay they, the Textrells 
us, God gave tt into their hearts t0 make that one minde_s t 
Thar is, (as *tis ſaid-in a like phraſe, Roy. 1. God gave 


them up ; and Rem.9. God hardens ſome mens hearts) God: 
gave them up tn juſt judgement , 'thatas many of rhe ren © +7 
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Horas as ſhould after deſtroy the Whore (ver. 16.)ſhould 
notwithſtanding afore that, having been enlightned, 
and.in good meaſure delivered ſrom Popery , revolr 
from that illumination and deliverance, and cloſe,con- 
federate, and covenant into one determination with 
the other of theten Horns or Kingdoms of Eurgpe_, 
thatcontinually.abode in Papery. For, ſay they, Now, 
in verſ.r7. all the ren Horns were-not of ove minde_, 
till by conſultation and agreement they made cthem-. 
ſelves of one minde. Some of them (as we ſaid bur 
now) had been enlightned, and eſcaped from Popery , 
but now reyolt into one;minde with PopiſhKingdoms 
and Nations, and their powers.. And this muſt be,ſay 
they 3 elſe how ſhall the Witneſſes of all Gods people 
lie dead three days and an half ? For theſe Witneſſes of 
all Believers,are not found in Kingdoms thar ſtill con- 
tined in Popery : Therefore they muſt bein Nations 
that once, being enlightned, departed from Rome ; bur 
(as 'twas ſaid afore) revolt again unto ſubjeRion ro. 
Rome. And this laſt ſubje&ion ro Rome, is that which 
precedes next before the ruine of Rome, by the reſurre- 


. Ron of the Witneſſes ; who-muſt riſe up, out of thoſe 


Nations before enlightned,rhough ſince revelced ; but 
now again returning to the Truth ; God ſtirring up his 
people to thar animoſity. . For not ache ten Horns or 
Kingdoms ſhall hate and defroy the Whore becauſe 'tis 
expreſs, Rev. 18. that ſome of theme ſhall lament her tuine. 
Bur, the meaning is, that, ſome of-rthe ten Horns fhall 
deſtroy her ,  ( Synechdeche geners pro ſpecie, totius pro 
parte.) As*cis ſaid wich the ſame figarative ſpeech, The 
Thieves (tharis, de ſpecie latrowums., ſome of the kinde 
of Thieves, as well as of Souldiers,' &c.) revilted Chriſt, 
though but one of rhem did ir. Their-other Argu- + 
mencis from Revel.1$.7., That before the toral fall of 
NT | Babylon | 


F - 


3) 72 
Babylon, even alittle afore that ruine', ſhe ſhall glorifie 
her ſelf, ſaying in her heart, I STT A QUEEN, 
AM NO WIDOW, AND SHALL SEE 
NO SORROW. Bur; ſay our Authors. *tis nor 
| yet ſo wich the Popedom. For my part, I had nor 
time (in my ſudden warning to this work ) to debate 
theſe things to my full ſatisfaQion 3 nor have1 time in 
this hour to determine how far I cloſe with theſe 
things in all particulars, further then to tellyou , thar 
ſo far I conceive them to be right, as in the main 
they make out my Text and Doctrine ,. That an emi- 
nent falling down of Religion, and arifing up of An- 
tichriſtianiſm,, will be beforethe next appearance of 
. Chriſt; and ſutable perdition ſucceſſively will attend 
upon it. And both will bethe more general, and high, 
where they are not timouſly prevented. Youwill ask, 
How ſhould there be any prevention in any degree ? 
| Weanſwer out of the Texr, three things. 1. To be- 
ware aforchand 3 take warning : Fear and.repent. Bleſ- 
ſed « the manthat feareth always, (as is the general ſcope 
of the Text.) And our Savieur to the lapſed Churches 
in the ſecond and third Chapters of the Revelation, 
gives this antidotein the word Repept : threatens to re- 


move the Candleſtick, or to do ſo and ſo unco tbem , un-- 


leſs they did repent : and aggravates their. fin , that he 
gavethem time to vepent, and they did not-: and com- 
mands them to reperr, and 4o their firſt works. It ſhould 
feem Chriſt diſtintly requires afeZionate and effet?ual 
Repentance,to prevent thoſe judgements. Afﬀetionate, 
in deep workings of the affections (as the word inti- 
mates ; ) and effei7nal, 1n doing onr former works , 'as tis 
there expreſs: Repenrance, it ſhould ſeem, will averr 
ſuch threats. Non-repentance lets in rvine as a de- 
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luge. In Revel. 16. at pouring out of one Vial, 
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= pented ao at the pouring our of the former, Repentance 
E 4 Morton for, 1s fully deſcribed, 2 Cor.7-11. And to helponthis, I 
= 02:of ®uris would Parliament, and Ciciezand Kingdom would nor 
IF loſe their acquaintance with days of publike Ham:/ta- 
tion. ( Now for Sins, as forme:ly for fudgements. The 
former is a weightier cauſe , and includes the buſineſs 
ofthe later - ) Ando go to the work afore we are 
whiprroirt. Forcement to that duty, will netcher ſpeak 
for our ſfoncerity, nor for our hopes, inthe day of fo- 
lemn cries Poor Nineve of Heathens ſcaped by this 
courſc of Repentance. Think of ir, you Engliſh Pro- 
E” feſſors, and promore it. Mean while, let us be marked 
| * ThefrHletter with the letrer F<, TÞ (as'tis in the Hebrew) noting us 
E 444-2 for chew that mourn, and ſigh, and cry for the abominaitons 
E*: Inftrution, oo of the land, Ezck.9.4. 
Word of God. And you Senators and Fudges of Scihons and Judi- 
bay td bn catures, Let juftice be done according to the Law ( as the 
| beers are deeply Perſgcan Exmperour faid 'of judging a mighty 9ueew, in 
SP ne 1* Efth.1.15.) chicfly on Blaſphewers and CAthreſts; who 
20 judge and dþ AXE WOrle then many Thieves ou hang. And lerall of 
: according toit. us call upon our apoſtarized friends , and reclaim, or 
E- conſtrain, or reſtrain them, | 
= 2 Prevention 2, The Text doth incimate, that all ſh.11 not be de- 
A ceived, to fall rotally away , elſe the Apoſtles admo- 
nition ro theTheſſaloxians had been totally vain. There- 
fore ler us fearch inco our hearcs and try our ways by 
2 the cxndle of the Lord, ( as Solomon ſpeaks, meaning Die 
Eympromes of yine light ) whether we be of them thar are like to 
2 4"o0Y have this Falling- ſickneſs of Apoſtacie from Religion, 
& Apotacie liketo fall away from our Profeſſion. T ſhall here for 
| fron Religlon. brevity ſake give you bur Five Symptomes. 
EI x Symptome 1s, Not to receive the LOVE of the 
Trath. Soverſ.10. after my Text: whete 'fis not ſaid 
| _onely, 
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_—_ JED. 7: 5 
ris afed dfore thenext be poured one,” that they ve- 
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and /oveof Truth,and ro /ove it as Trarb. And that,nort meer- 
ly to be prademt, wiſe, underſtanding men.z bur (as *tis there * 
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; alſo)tobe ſaved. And ſalvation-(as S. Aniin well, upon Mat. » * 3 
I.21.) is to be ſaved fromour fins. Truth. muſt be a Science 73 
cloſed withtheStock of the heart byZove:Ir muſt be a Planr 4 

py ſetin a mo## heart, Jam. 1.21. An implanted or engrafred Word. Eucunya 


Thy heart andthe Word muſt live, and grow up together, as 

a Stock. and'a Science or Scion : And(which is wonderful) 

the Science muft change the nature of the Stock. Re 
- 2, He whoſe heartis willing to ſin, bur oncly 'tis reſtrain<, 2 Sy 
 edby ſomething without the heart ; as in ZLaben,Balaam,and 
at 2.time in Sav/and. Pilate; he,that very man,is like to fall a- _ . 
way;whiles his forbearance of fin is not from inward djvine 
principles,and diſputed in Prayer,and back'd byFaith in the 
death and reſurreion of Chriſt : which was the Art of Pavl, 
Roms.7. and Phil.3. If men do. not mainly by ſuch inward 
principles, ſo mann'd and managed, depart from fin ; bur . 
do it, ſo faras they doit, by policie, looking at outward re- 
ſpects, they have the tokens of this Faling: fackneſs, 


he doth not ac, as Fehu,Fudas,and! Magws:; he hath the ſignes 
he will fall away as they did. Fehs onely acted to remove that 
which ſtood in his way, viz. Thit which did impede his acceſs 
ro the Crown,and his peaceable enjoyment of it;but nor the 
Idol and evils of his predeceſſor. Magw frofeiled his belief, 
F and was baptized, that he might obtain the admired gifts. TIndas. 
* the longeſt laſting falſe ground,laſted as long as his giz laſt * 
- ed, no longer. Hoſ.7.14, When ye hewled (as alluding to dogs 
crying for love of their meat;not of their maſter) for corn and 
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onely,receive THE TRUTH but the LOYE of the Truth. Trazh, + 15 


3- When a man as gcod with ſelf: ends, and beyond thar 3 Syn | i 
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F wine,end oil, did jt faſt unto meeven tome? And Hoſ.10.1. Iſrael ©: 
þ © anempty vine, bringing ferth fruit unto himſelf, He onely clo- 
Y thed himſelf gay with green leaves, unleſs he brought a few 

berries to ee ins kinde:notto ſerve the end of the Huſ-. 

_'handman, Matplantedi. '  E a4Be x7 
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_ > _ A. "WES F Th.th | | r > (28) | p | 
pow: - 4.Bethe fruirnever fofair,orfull if ir be'not from a righe 
E-. cauſe, rootand ſtock, he will tall off as a dead branch, Joh. 
{15:2 Point right;thus: Every branch,(par cthecomma there) 
| inmetharbeareth not frait;he takenh away 5 and\(as tis in werſe6.) | 
Þ | #5:ff forth AS A BRANCA 6 Thatis.2 man will fall off;and ; 
2 _becomentarnquam-Brenth,a thing that is butan AS IT WERE | 
- MmReligton. unle{5 he be fruitful, and bringsforth rhat fruic 
© + from n Phyſical ion (as 2Pet. 144, intimates) from a partaking 
Y of the divine nature ftom'a:communication (as Gal. 2,20.) of 
” the lifeof Chriſt, from a ſerious frequent application of 
© . > Chrift to that very end. CN ET 
wptom. © 5. The laſt Symprome of the ſpiritual falling-ſickneſs 
 - © -15,thewantof that Antidere of Antidotes, oil inthe veſſel, (as 
Chriſt calls ir) Mat.25'.4. For as "tis there in-the parable, the 
feet-ſh virgins went very far; were in the Heavenof ordinan- 
Cces,companiors to the wiſe had lamps of much brain- knowledg | 
of divine things, with a fair 917 al converſation, had an expe- 
' #4tioy oft Chriſt coming, (therefore took lamps and waited) 
; | had fome awakenines of conſcience at the noiſe of Chriſts com- 
- . ing; yet for allthis becauſe they had no o//in the veſſel, that 
5B, no infoſed habir of divine grace in the heart ; no inward 
change,no complexion of holineſs; they fail and fall ar laſt. 
©" Therefore' ( Chriſtians) if theſe five rokens of the ſpt- 
 *Yitual falling fickneſs be upon us, our work of ſalvation 
Lerang Lies yer undone 3 'giv'yet to be done. A new foundation is 
fRege- £O be layd, 'in floods of godly ſorrow for fin , and in par- 
peSel- ricular , for paſt bypocyifie. New applications of Chriſt by 
® - faich in Goſpel-promiſes offering him, are'to be made , 
= withſtrong crics of prayer that God would give our hearts 
2 . and fouls to Chrift, that we may be joyned 19he Lord (1 Cor. 
ES 7) asoveſpivit; and ſo really cloſe with him, with mutual 
> faking him ro us and we giving up ourſelves to him, Canr.2. 
=. 16, My belowu:d i nmr, and Tam by; adding toall an carneſt 
"+ gy ing of God{as was the manner of {iacere gyes, —_—_ 
RE; 4 FE 6 IV 9 
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| (38) © OS. Ron 
vid, and Pauls advice tothe Cirin:liams, 2 Cor.13.) to fearch +; 
_ andery us chat we be nor deceived. And ſtill ro ſtick rauhis, © 7 
work in attendarice on ardinances and duties, wich Megitan. © 
tions, ejaculations, and-ſpiritual conteſtations between fo 
and us, and'us and our own fovls'(as ?/l.4 2. Pſo4.3-) till 
ſou! come to an experimental knowledge of the inward my- 2 
ſtery and power of godlineſs in the heart, havirgall che ſpi- + -* 
rituaIffences rouched,affeced, & exerciſed with-chedelight- © 
fal prefentation of their commenſurated obje&ts, thus * : | - * The mn 
I. The heart hears the voyce of Chriſt, in the language of pa P 
a ſpiritual lover, as in Cane.2.8. The voice of my Beloved, T he n(rinthel 
ellipſis and imperfeR expreſſion intimareth a fuddain ſpiri- T8 
rual paſſion of che heart, leaping with joy at the ſound there- . + 
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of. Of rhis inward voice the Propher ſpeaks, how fhalt heyy © ©. 
4 voice bebinde thee, ſaying,This is the way, walk init. And Pſal: 2 
35.3. Say wte my ſoul, Thou art my ſalvation. And Pſal.27.Thow gf 


favdft, Seek.my face -'thy face, Lord,will I ſeek. (That Text inu- 
matesa voice making aun inthe heart). Should ſcerm 
by rhis laſt place, and the reſt, that rthis-vojce is nora Scri- 
ptureleſs dreamed Revelation.or Enthuſiaſm z but the voice' 
of God's wriezen Word carried from che car ro-the heart, by 
applications ond imprefſions of the Spirir.. 2. Thetheart, ſees © 
theglory of theexcellency-of Cheift ;;Viſiansof faith,ang |? 
raptures of admiration and adoration-of him, Can. aft. And- = 
x Cor.2, Eye hath not ſean, 8:C.. But: God hath 1 ugaled them ta us : 
by his Spirit, And Phil,.3. I count all dung to the excellency of the 
knowledge of Chriſt. 3. The hearr feels the operations of rhe 
Spirit of Chriſt,as mortifying fin, ſoquickening,raifing,and . 
_ enlivening the foul in-ſpiricuata&ings, Rows: 8. much. And _7 
Cant.5. 6. While he ſpake,moy foul failed, (Heb.my ſonl went forth) 2 
through wonderfulaffe&ionareapprebenſions, 4. The.heare . 
taſtes the ſweetneſs: of Chrift's love ſhed or paured. uporthe - 7 
ſpiritual palar, Row. 5.5, 2Cor-5.74- 5. Andlaſtly,the hear 
ſmels the fragram, pleaſagr, agceprable onmmnetione es <Y 
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ſtrothe fon}, Cant-x.1 25 Whilet ſat 07014 
tenard, viz. by marie ih him; ſenderh- forth 
well rhereof or foirfollows in thenext wn 1) 66f 
b bk why Beloved untowe:' And 'v. 14. MyBeleved wtomed: 
: yy er of vemphire. Sothe ſoul ſpeaks of Chriſt; Pſal.4.5. 8. 
x wt Tino ments ſmell of myrrhe, alces, and vaſsia. :Tacob is ſweet, 
- Dl 'of himſelf, burinche garmerits of his elder brorherz 
jy that iniekins; he ſmells as a field of flowers whors the. Lordihah 
By \Gen.27,And thus(Chriftians) webe;ormuſt bezif right 
| thectirg thing to bedonein relation torhe MinatoryPro- 
Srren of evil ro come, is to raiſe our Faith to believe in 
B God through Chriſt;that(as the Prophet ſaith, $4ytsthe ri ay 
,* trons, Tt ſhall be well with then ) it ſhall be well with usthar 
| - eve. This our Apoftle hints in the Context, when he mark | 
+ . Hortsthe Theſſa/onians not 10 be ſhaken in minde. | As we flec to 
& _ Prayer forſuccour againſtſuch-ftorms, ſo. Faithis the. hand 
2 of Prayer tolay hold andclimbupinro: God's lap. /And, 
© _, Cheriſrour Faith and comfort thereby, the Apoſtle xellsus 
== intheTextand Context;thar if,do the good party what they. 
can, s Apoſtacie and Amichriſtian impletie riſe yer higher and 
” higher, comethe worſt that can come;it ſhallnor-be long af- 
bo - ck hriſt come.. Acerbiſsimapari poſſumus modo breviſsima, 
ay endure ſherprhings, if ſhort. |IFnothing elſe can rake _ 
oy e high appearance of Apoſtates and Awtichriſts,Chriſts 
'23pp "nope ſhall.-Then is their coral ruine,and our perpetual - | 
reftauration ; and totriumph on earth'(for arime) afore the 
- "Ultimate Glory; as we have it elſewhere. That as when.no- 
:; thing wotld reſtrain ſeveral rebellions of the Iſraelites abour 
*toftone Moſes, 4aron,and other good men among them , The 
b. . glory of the Lord-appearcd upon the Tabernacle, and aw'd- 
- baſs all: 460  fhalt i bein this: Therefore with: <4 4 
$ "And andperfonalpurity, wait. Cannot we watch. che, : 
b: Enak Gag hour 7: Blefſed arc all they thatſtand WR Wait-# 
In EE FINES Ldmen, 19 


